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(…) Change is going to happen,” Carter says. “And we know the cost of doing nothing. This is 
where I think the social justice industrial complex has done a fantastic job of making poverty a 
cultural attribute. Like it’s something to be preserved and anything else is inauthentic.” Carter 
believes that gentrification happens when people in certain communities are taught to believe 
that their neighborhood has no real value. In 2016, the median home values in the Bronx 
reached $378,000, but according to Trulia, trends are showing a four percent year-over-year 
rise in median sales price. 
 
“I feel like now, I’m representing my community at a very pivotal stage where developers are 
seeing the Bronx, they want to come build,” said Rafael Salamanca Jr., the New York city council 
member representing Mott Haven and other South Bronx neighborhoods. “I welcome it, but I 
welcome responsible development … I want to make sure that they’re being built for us. We 
can develop the South Bronx, bring in businesses without gentrifying the community. I’m a 
living example of that. I never left my community. I’m raising a family here, and I have many 
friends who are doing the same thing. But that’s why I also take building affordable housing 
very seriously.“ 
 
This new surge of pride is keeping innovative minds in the hood, and it’s shifting what culture 
looks like in the Bronx. By staunching the brain drain, these residents believe they are creating a 
community that is open to more varied forms of expression and taste. After all, not every kid in 
the Bronx dreams the same dreams. For some, expression might be dropping beats on a street 
corner, for others, attending a punk night at the Bronx Museum; and for some Bronx natives it 
means opening and frequenting the type of coffee shops and venues that they once had to 
venture out of borough to find. (…) 
 
 
 


